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God’s Blessing and Holy Mass. 


ODY and soul belong together, so do prayer and 
labor. A person who labors without praying, 
lives only for this world; but those who pray and 
labor, have God’s blessing for this life and for 
the next. Yes, prayer must precede our work, 
for everything depends on God’s blessing, and 
this blessing will be obtained only by prayer. It must, however, 

be prayer “in spirit and in truth,” not merely a service of the 

lips. Our Lord declares the necessity of prayer so emphatically, 
that His words cannot be misunderstood. “Seek ye firs the 
kingdom of God and His justice” says the Divine Master, “and 

all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. vi. 33). 

Prayer, even by its natural effect, brings great blessings. When 
we pray the mind becomes calm, recollected, prudent, and this 
aids in the success of our labors. A person who works with 
calmness and deliberation performs nothing uselessly. He takes 
hold of the work at the right place, arranges everything skill- 
fully and properly, and thus he attains his end much sooner than 

a thoughtless, impulsive person. One who prays first will also 
go to his duties with much greater zeal; is more energetic, rises 
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earlier, and thus commences his work sooner than one who 
prefers to sleep during the time appointed for prayer. 

Prayer indeed draws the blessing of God on our labors, but 
prayer said at holy Mass will draw down heaven’s blessing &ill 
more abundantly upon ourselves and our work! When we pray 
during the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, we do not pray alone: 
Jesus Himself prays in the most efficacious manner, and with 
Him all the angels, saints and devout members of the Catholic 
Church. Could any Catholic have faith so weak as to imagine 
that the Adorable Sacrifice would prove an obstacle to his work, 
and not on the contrary, be a powerful aid? Besides the many 
blessings bestowed by holy Mass, it raises the heart wonderfully 
above earthly things, imparts true joy and gives one courage- 
The devout Christian says, “When I have assisted at holy Mass, 
I am wholly strengthened and comforted.” But what does the 
lukewarm Catholic say, who does not exert himself to attend 
Mass? He usually feels satisfied only as long as his senses have 
pleasure. 

“The nourishment of which you partake on the day on which 
you devoutly assisted at Mass,” writes the pious Bishop Fornerus, 
“is more wholesome for you; and the distress that you are suffering 
will be lessened by your diligently assisting at Mass. Anyone 
who has devoutly heard Mass, will be more successful in his 
work that day. Our Lord will strengthen him in body and soul; 
the angels will be more pleased to be with him, they will pro- 
tect him more carefully. If you should die suddenly on a day 
that you devoutly assisted at holy Mass, you may expect special 
graces from God, and a more merciful judgment.” 


What was the Shoemaker’s Treasure ? 


An incident is related by St. John, the almoner, patriarch of 
Jerusalem, which proves that assisting at holy Mass can never 
hinder our work. At his time two shoemakers lived in Alexandria. 
One had a large family to support, yet God blessed his industry, 
and though he was poor at first, he had acquired a considerable 
fortune. The other, though he had no children and toiled day 
and night, could barely make a living for himself and his wife. 
One day he said to his more fortunate neighbor, “My friend, 
how is it that you, having a wife and children, daily become 
richer; while | work myself nearly to death, and sill become 
poorer every day?” 

The pious cobbler understood his friend’s mistake and an- 
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swered, “I have found a treasure, and | go to get some of it 
each day. That is the reason why I| daily become richer.” 

“Oh, show me the treasure, too!” pleaded the poverty- 
Stricken man, “let me take just a little of it.” 

“Very well,” he replied, “come to me tomorrow morning, 
and | shall show you the treasure. It is great enough to enrich 
our whole city.” 

Next morning the poor laborer put in his appearance, burning 
with eagerness to have the treasure disclosed to him. 

“We will now go to Mass,” said his friend, “after that we 
will do the rest.” 

After the holy Sacrifice, he dismissed the shoemaker, telling 
him to return the following day. Disappointed, the poor man 
went away, but came back all the more joyfully in the morning. 
Again they assisted at Mass, and also the day atter. 

At length the poor man lost his temper. “I know the way 
to church myself,” he said indignantly. “I learned that when I 
was a child. If you don’t intend to show me the treasure you 
spoke of, at any rate you need not make a fool of me.” 

“Oh, don’t be angry with me,” rejoined his neighbor, “for 
I have shown you the riches. My treasure is the Sacrifice of 
the Mass, from there I daily derive my wealth. Ac as | do 
and without doubt, you will obtain the same benefits from God. 
Remember the words of our Savior, ‘Seek ye firs the kingdom 
of God and His justice, and all these things shall be added unto 
you!’ From the beginning of my married life, | sought the 
kingdom of God by daily hearing Mass, and have indeed ex- 
perienced that God supplies my temporal.needs. You have 
neglected our Lord’s salutary advice and preferred your work 
to attending Mass. Consequently your temporal wants have not 
been supplied; you have been left in poverty.” 

This admonition made a strong impression on the worldly- 
minded cobbler. He changed his life and went to Mass daily. 
God rewarded his faith by visibly blessing his labors. 


Daily Commend Yourself in All Masses. 


It is true, in every place there is not an opportunity to assist 
at holy Mass daily; many would be obliged to travel for hours in 
order to do so. Under such circumstances, it cannot be done, and 
in this case the pious desire must supply for the act. Employees, 
laborers, and other persons who are not their own masters, are 
also not free in this regard, and it would be unjust to expect them 
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to assist daily at holy Mass. Pressing and important business, acts 
of charity, the care of children, or the necessary security of the 
house, rightly hinder one from hearing Mass on weekdays. What 
should such persons do? They should make the good intention: 
*‘O God, I commend myself in this and in all the Masses which 
will be celebrated today. I would like to go, were I but able!’’ 
Surely, God will then bountifully reward their good will. 

However, many could easily assist Mass without the least 
hindrance to their duties. They neglect to do so, merely because 
they imagine this half hour would take time from their work, and 
they might suffer a loss. Oh, how they deceive themselves! 
These very people will never consider it a loss to spend several 
half hours in gossiping, or satisfying their curiosity by looking 
at the passers-by through the window. How many a half hour 
they lose by lying abed until late, by sitting half an hour longer 
at table, or reading the newspaper half an hour? Is this half 
hour at Mass the only time that they would miss at work? Are 
not the other half hours they really waste equally as important? 
Be assured, hearing holy Mass will never prove a hindrance to 
your work; on the contrary, it will bring manifold blessings. 

We read in the life of the holy virgin, Genevieve, patroness 
of Paris, that she wished to go to church on a feast-day. Her 
mother scolded, and gave her a severe blow in the face. Lo! at 
the same instant her mother was Struck totally blind, nor was 
she delivered from her affliction until she had confessed her guilt, 
and her daughter, through her prayers, had obtained the resto- 
ration of her sight. Parents, oh! do not prevent your children 
from going to Mass. Rather be most zealous in sending them, 
and you may confidently expect that the blessings they derive 
therefrom will benefit the whole family. 

Consider every day specially blessed on which you were able 
to assigt devoutly at Mass. Be fervent in attending this sublime 
act of worship. When you are prevented from going yourself, 
send others in your stead if possible, and if even this cannot be 
done, then ask your guardian angel to represent you at the holy 
Sacrifice. Often during the day renew the good intention to 
assist at all the Masses which are being said that day throughout 
the world. You will not fail to reap abundant blessings from this 
pious practice. 


We have frequently been asked to publish a booklet on the Sacri- 
fice of the Mass. Our readers will be glad to hear that we now have 
an interesting brochure on this subject, just off the press — ‘‘In the 
Splendor of the Morning Sun.’’ Per copy 10 cts.; per 100,$8.00 postpaid. 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 199 


Jesus in the Desert. 
The Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich Continued. 





His Forty Days’ Fast. 


CCOMPANIED by Lazarus, Jesus went to the 
latter’s lodging on His way to the desert. He 
told Lazarus privately, that He would return after 


y; .) 

@A 

Pw ie \ forty days. Upon leaving the lodging, He con- 
tinued His journey alone and barefoot. About 


NS, 
) VER: 
s) A as an hour’s distance from Jericho, He went into 


the mountains and withdrew into a cave. Here Jesus commenced 
His fast, and continued it in various parts of the desert beyond 
the Jordan, and here again concluded it. This mountain has on 
its summit a very extensive view. During the night He climbed 
this steep, wild mountain, which is now called Quarantania. 

The Scripture passage: “He was led by the Spirit into the 
desert,” means that the Holy Ghost induced Him to go into the 
desert, humanly to prepare Himself before His Heavenly Father 
for the mission of His sufferings and labors. Jesus knelt down 
in the cave and prayed with outstretched arms to His Heavenly 
Father for consolation and strength in all His impending sufferings. 
He saw all His sufferings before Him and implored the necessary 
graces. I had pictures of all the grief and all the suffering, and 
I saw Jesus receive comfort and merit. I undergtood that here 
in the desert, Jesus purchased for us all consolation, all strength, 
all aid, all merit in combat and victory, that He prepared for us 
all the value of mortification and fasting, and that here He offered 
to God the Father, all the labor and suffering that awaited Him, 
in order to give value to all future labors of spirit and prayer, 
of those who would believe in Him. I recognized the treasure 
which Jesus thereby acquired for the Church, and which the 
Church discloses during the time of the forty days’ fast. During 
this prayer Jesus sweat Blood. 

Jesus went down from this mountain toward the Jordan. He 
crossed over a deep, narrow place on a piece of timber, and 
walked through the wilderness along mountain paths. Jesus was 
now in a wild mountainous region. He was about nine hours’ 
digtance from Jericho. 

The Divinity and destiny of Jesus were concealed from Satan. 
The words at our Lord’s baptism: “This is My beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased,” were understood by Satan as referring 
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only to a man, a prophet. But Jesus was already frequently and 
interiorly oppressed. The first temptation was: “This people is 
too perverse! Shall | suffer all this for them?” But with infinite 
love and mercy He conquered this temptation in face of all His 
tortures. 

Jesus prayed in the grotto, at times lying down, at times 
kneeling, at times Standing. He wore His usual garments, only 
they were wide and loose. He was not girded and walked 
barefoot. Daily His prayer-labor was a different one, daily He 
acquired for us new graces, and never did the preceding trials 
return. Without these spiritual labors, our resistance in tempta- 
tions could never have become meritorious. 

Jesus never ate nor drank; but I saw Him being refreshed 
by angels. His long fast did not make Him emaciated, but quite 
white and pale. One day I saw Him prostrate on His face. His 
bare feet were red and wounded from the rough roads, for Jesus 
had walked barefoot in the desert. .Now He raised Himself up, 
now He prayed lying on His face. He was surrounded by light. 
Suddenly there came a sound from heaven like that of a mighty 
wind; light poured into the cave, and there came a whole multi- 
tude of angels, carrying various articles. 


Angels Show Jesus the Instruments of His Martyrdom. 


I saw that the angels bowed down before Jesus, venerated 
Him, and asked whether they might present to Him their mission, 
whether it was still His will to suffer for mankind as man, as this 
had been His will when He descended from His Heavenly Father 
and assumed flesh in the womb of the Virgin. As Jesuis now 
again accepted these sufferings, the angels erected a high Cross 
before Him. Some of them carried the Cross, others the instru- 
ments of martyrdom, the spear, reed, scourges, crown of thorns, 
nails, ropes, all His mock-garments, yea, everything that was to 
be connected with His Passion. 

The Cross appeared hollow, and filled with manifold in- 
Struments of martyrdom. But in the centre where the Heart of 
Jesus had broken, were interwoven with It all possible pictures 
of pain, and the color of the Cross was a painful blood-color. 

Thus all the parts and places of the Cross were of various 
painful colors, from which could be recognized the torture that 
should be there endured. In the Cross there were also vessels 
with gall and vinegar; likewise, salves and myrrh and something 
like spices, probably having reference to the death and burial. 
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there were in it a great number of long, rolled-up 


scrolls in different colors, upon which were written various suf- 


Besides, 


ferings and labors. The colors referred to different degrees and 
mixed, or muddy; red, the heavy, earthly, sensual; yellow, the 


kinds of darkness, which had to be bleached and illuminated. 
Black was that which was lost; brown, the turbid, withered. 
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effeminate, suffering-shunning. There were half yellow, half red 
scrolls among them, both had to become white. There were also 
a great number of entirely white scrolls among them, as milk- 
scrolls, and the writing thereon was luminous. These signified 
the gained, the completed. 

To Jesus were also represented those persons through whom 
He would endure the most secret sufferings: the malice of the 
pharisees, the traitor Judas, the hard-hearted Jews at His igno- 
minious and bitter death. All this the angels arranged and un- 
folded before our Lord with inexpressible reverence and in a 
priestly order, and when the whole Passion was erected and dis- 
played before Him, I saw Jesus and the angels weep. 

Another day I also saw that in pictures the angels showed 
Jesus the ingratitude of men, the doubt, mockery, derision, be- 
trayal and denial of friends and enemies up to His death and 
after His death, and all that would be lost of His labor and 
torture. But they likewise showed Him to His consolation, what 
would be gained. With their hands they pointed to the pictures. 

In all these representations of the Passion of Jesus, 1 saw 
the Cross of our Lord, as always, consisting of five kinds of wood 
and with arms inserted; beneath each arm was a wedge, and a_ 
resting-block beneath the feet. The part of the cross-beam above 
the head, on which was the title, I saw plugged in separately, 
for the beam was at first too low, to place the inscription overhead. 


Jesus Tempted by Satan in Various Ways. 


Satan did not know the Divinity of Christ. He took Him 
for a prophet. He saw His sanctity from His youth, and also 
the holiness of His Mother, who paid no attention to Satan 
whatever. She accepted no temptations. There was nothing in 
her to give him a hold. She was the most beautiful Virgin and 
Woman; but never to her knowledge had she a suitor, except 
at the drawing of the holy lot with the twigs in the temple, 
when she was given in marriage. Since Jesus did not practice 
a certain pharisaical strictness toward His disciples, the evil one 
was deceived; he took Him for a human being, because many 
disorders of His disciples scandalized the Jews. Because he saw 
Jesus zealous, he wanted to annoy Him as one of the disciples 
following Him hither; and because he saw Him merciful, he 
wanted to touch His compassion by coming in the form of a 
weak, old man, or as an Essenian to dispute with Him. Once 
I saw Satan at the entrance of the cave in form of the son of 
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one of three widows whom Jesus specially loved. He made a 
noise, supposing that Jesus would be vexed at the disciple follow- 
ing Him contrary to His command. Jesus did not even look 
at him. Satan looked into the cave and commenced all kinds 
of talk about John the Baptist, who ought to be very angry at 
Him, because he heard that He gave orders to baptize here and 
there, which was not His affair. 

Later, the devil sent apparitions of seven or nine of the dis- 
ciples in succession. They came singly into the cave and said 
that Eustachius had told them He was here; they had sought 
Him so anxiously, He should not ruin Himself up here and not 
leave them. There was so much talk about Him, He should 
not permit this and that to rest on Him. But Jesus said noth- 
ing except: “Begone, Satan, it is now not the time.” Then all 
vanished. 

Another time Satan approached in the form of a decrepit 
and venerable looking Essenian, who laboriously climbed the 
Steep mountain. It was so difficult for him, that I pitied the old 
man. He approached and with a loud groan sank down un- 
conscious at the entrance of the cave. But Jesus did not look 
at him at all. The old man then arose and said he was an 
Essenian from Mount Carmel, he had heard of Him and_ had 
followed Him hither in almost a dying condition. Would He 
not sit down with him a little while and speak to him of holy 
things. He himself knew what it meant to fast and pray; if two 
were together in God, their edification would be easier. Jesus 
said very few words, such as: “Begone, Satan, it is now not the 
time.” Then I became aware that it had been Satan; for when 
he turned away and disappeared, I saw him become dark and 
furious. I could not help laughing to think that he cast himself 
down and had to arise again by himself. 


Satan in the Form of Aged Eliud. 


When Satan was about to tempt Jesus again, he came in 
the form of aged Eliud. He must have known that the angels had 
represented the Cross to Jesus, for he said: he had had a revelation 
of what intense combats had been shown to Jesus, and he felt 
well enough that He would not stand them. To fast forty days, 
He could not endure that either; therefore for love of Him he 
had come hither, to beg Him that he might share this desert with 
Him, -in order to take upon himself part of His vow. But Jesus 
paid no attention whatever to the tempter; He raised His hands 
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toward heaven and said, My Father, take this temptation from 
Me! whereupon Satan in a furious form disappeared. 
Another day when Jesus was kneeling in the cave and praying, 
‘saw Satan in a glittering garment, as though he were borne 
through the air, soaring up along the steep side of the cliff. This 
steep side where there was no entrance, but a few holes into the 
cave, was the east side. Jesus did not look at Satan, who wished 
to represent an angel; but then his light is never transparent, but 
more like smeared on, and his garment makes a rigid impression, 








Satan in the Form of Aged Eliud. 


while the garments of angels appear light and transparent. He 
flew into the entrance of the cave and said: “I have been sent 
by Thy Father to comfort Thee.” Jesus did not look at him. He 
appeared again at an opening into the cave on the side that was 
entirely inaccessible, and said to Jesus, He should see that he is 
an angel and can fly up here upon the cliff. But Jesus would 
not look at him. Thereupon Satan became furious, and acted as 
though he would seize Him with his clutches through the opening; 
his whole form was horrifying, and he disappeared. But Jesus 
did not look at him. 


Why the Divinity of Christ had been Concealed 
from Satan and Mankind. 


Upon my interior question why it was so entirely hidden from 
Satan that Christ was God, I received instructions in this regard, 
and I now understand the most incomprehensible benefit for 
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men, that Satan and they themselves did not know it, and that 
men had to learn to believe it. One thing our Lord told me 
which I remember, namely: “Man did not know that the serpent 
who seduced him was Satan, for this reason neither is Satan 
permitted to know that it is God who redeemes man.” I also 
saw that Satan did not become aware of Christ’s Divinity, until 
our Lord delivered the souls from limbo. 

On one of the following days I saw Satan in the form of a 
distinguished man of Jerusalem, coming to the cave of Jesus 
when at prayer. He said he came out of great sympathy for 
Him, for he knew very well, that He was destined to restore the 
liberty of the Jews. He then related all that had been said and 
deliberated about Jesus in Jerusalem, and said, being an official 
of Herod he now came to Him to support His cause; Jesus might 
go with him to Jerusalem and conceal Himself in the palace of 
Herod, and there assemble His disciples, in order to work out 
His plan. He should go with him at once. All this he explained 
to Jesus in detail. Jesus did not look at him; but He prayed 
ardently, and I saw Satan retreat and his form become horrifying, 
and fire and vapor issuing from his nostrils, whereupon he vanished. 

Satan is wholly at a loss what to think of our Lord. He 
knows the prophecies concerning Him, it is true, and feels also 
that He exerts an influence over him, but does not know that He 
is God, nor that He is the Messiah, because he sees Him fast, 
suffer temptations and hunger, and because he sees Him so poor 
and in many things so suffering, so human. In this regard Satan 
is partly as blind as the pharisees; but he considers Him a holy 
man, whom by all means he can tempt and bring to fall. 


Satan Tempts Jesus to Change Stones into Bread. 


Jesus suffzred hunger and thirst. I saw Him repeatedly 
before the cave. Toward evening, Satan, like a tall powerful 
man came up the mountain. At the foot of the mountain, he 
had picked up two stones, of the size of small loaves, but having 
edges, which, as he ascended, he shaped into loaves with his 
hands. There was something exceedingly ferocious about him 
as he went to Jesus into the cave. In each hand he held a stone 
and spoke to our Lord somewhat in this manner: Thou art right 
not to eat any fruit, as it only excites one’s appetite. But if Thou 
art God’s beloved Son, upon whom the’ Spirit descended in 
baptism, lo! I have caused these stones to appear hke loaves, 
now do Thou command that they be made bread. Jesus did 
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not look at Satan; I only heard Him say the words: Man liveth 
not by bread alone. Now Satan became furious, he reached out 
his claws toward Jesus, with the stones lying on his arms, and 
fled. It made me laugh to think that he had to take his stones 
along with him. 
Toward evening of the next day, I ‘saw Satan in the form of 
a powerful angel,’ flying hither 
_ to Jesus with a roaring sound. 
He appeared clothed some- 
what like a warrior, like the 
apparition of St. Michael; yet 
through his greatest lustre, 
one can always see something 
dark and raging. He boasted 
to Jesus and spoke about as 
follows: “I will show Thee 
who I am and what I can 
do, and how the angels bear 
me upon their hands. Behold 
Jerusalem! Behold the tem- 
ple! I will set Thee upon the 
highest pinnacle; show there 
what Thou cané do and 
whether the angels will carry 
Thee down.” Jesus made no 
reply. Satan then seized our 
| Lord at the shoulders, and 
am flying low, carried Him 
| through the air to Jerusalem, 
and set Him upon the pinnacle 
ofa steeple. This steeple was 
on the east side toward Sion. 
But Satan flew down to 
the ground and said, “If Thou - 
be the Son of God, show Thy 
power and let Thyself down likewise, for it is written: He hath 
given His angels charge over Thee, and in their hands they shall 
bear Thee up, lest perhaps Thou dash Thy foot against a stone.” 
Jesus then replied: “It is likewise written: Thou shalt not tempt 
Thy Lord.” Satan then returned to Him all enraged, and Jesus 
said, “Make use of the power that is given thee.” 
Thereupon Satan very furious, again seized our Lord at the 
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shoulders, and flew with Him across the desert toward Jericho. He 
seemed to fly more slowly this time. I saw him in anger and rage 
soaring with Jesus now high, now low and unsteady, like one 
who wishes to vent his rage on some object, but is helpless. He 
carried Jesus upon the same mountain, seven hours’ distance from 
Jerusalem, where He had commenced His fast. 

Satan placed our Lord upon the very summit of the mountain, 
on an overhanging, inaccessible cliff, much higher than the cave 
was. It was night, but as Satan pointed out the places about 
Him, it was light, and one could see most wonderful regions in 
every direction. The devil spoke in substance as follows: “I 
know Thou art a great teacher, and dost now intend to call 
disciples and to spread Thy dodétrine. Behold, here all these 
magnificent countries, these powerful nations! All these lands 
will I give Thee, if falling down Thou wilt adore me.” By this 
adoration the devil meant an abasement which at that time was 
often customary among the Jews and especially among the phari- 
sees before distinguished personages and kings, when they wished 
to obtain something from them. 

While Satan thus pointed around, one could see great 
countries and seas, then their cities, then their kings in splendor 
and triumph and marching along surrounded by many military 
forces and corteges. A person could see all this plainly as though 
one were close by, even plainer; a person really was everywhere 
with them, and every picture, every nation was different in 
brightness and splendor, in manners and customs. 

Satan also extolled the special virtues of each nation, and 
pointed out one country in particular, where there were very 
large and splendid people, almost like giants; I think they were 
Persians, and advised Him above all to go there to teach. But 
Palestine, he showed Him as very small and insignificant. It was 
a most wonderful picture. A person could see so much, and so 
clearly; everything was so bright and magnificent! 

Jesus said nothing except: “Thou shalt adore the Lord Thy 
God and Him alone shalt thou serve. Begone Satan!” I then 
saw Satan in an inexpressibly horrible form turn away from the 
cliff, and fall down into the abyss and disappear, as though the 
earth had swallowed him. 


Angels Refresh Jesus. 


Immediately after this I saw a host of angels coming to- 
ward Jesus, bowing before Him, as though carrying Him upon 
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their hands, gently descending with Him down into the cave, 
where Jesus had commenced His forty days’ fast. There 
were twelve angels and serving multitudes. Although | am 
not positive, yet I think there were seventy-two; | am inclined 
to believe this, because throughout this vision, | had a recollection 
of apostles and disciples. Now a thanksgiving-festival and ban- 
quet were celebrated in the cave. I saw the angels drape the 
interior of the cave with vine-foliage, from which a victory-crown 
of foliage hung suspended over Jesus. 

All this was done in wonderful order and solemnity, and was 
symbolic and lustrous and soon completed; as what was brought 
hither in intention, became reality. 

The angels brought a table covered with heavenly food. The 
food and vessels were such as | see them always at heavenly 
banquets, and I saw Jesus and the twelve angels, and the others 
also become partakers thereof. For it was not an eating through 
the mouth, and yet it was a going over of the forms of fruit into 
the recipients and refreshing them. It seemed as though the 
interior signification ot the food now passed over into the receiver. 
This is something inexpressible. 

At the foot of the table stood a large, luminous chalice, and 
small cups around it, the same as at the institution of the Blessed 
Sacrament, only spiritual and larger; there was also a plate with 
thin slices of bread. I saw that Jesus poured from the large 
chalice into the cups, and dipped into them morsels of bread, and 
that the angels received them and took them away. Then the 
vision vanished, and Jesus left the cave, descending toward the 
Jordan. 

The angels that served Jesus, appeared in various forms and 
order; those who last disappeared with wine and bread, wore 
priegtly garments. At the same time, | saw many kinds of 
wonderful consolations come upon the present and future friends 
of Jesus. I saw Jesus appear in a vision to the Holy Virgin in 
Cana and refresh her.- | saw Lazarus and Martha touched and 
full of love for Jesus. I saw Silent Mary being really nourished 
by an angel with the gift from the Table of the Lord. I saw the 
angel with her, and that she received it very chiidhke. She, too, 
saw all the sufferings and temptations of Jesus, and filled with 
compassion lived entirely in these visions, and did not wonder 
at them. Magdalen, also, | saw greatly moved. She was occu- 
pied with adorning herself for a festival, when she was suddenly 
seized with fear regarding her life, and an interior desire for 
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salvation came upon her, so that she threw her jewels upon the 
floor, and was derided by those around her. I saw many of the 
future apostles refreshed and full of longing. Peter, Andrew and 
all the others, I saw strengthened and moved. It was a most 
wonderful vision. 

During the time of our Lord’s fast, Mary at first lived in the 
house at Capharnaum. Here she had to listen to all kinds of 
talk of people who reproached Jesus that He wandered about, 
and nobody knew where; that He neglected her, as it would have 
been His duty, after Joseph’s death, to support His Mother, to 
eftablish Himself in some trade, etc. In general all through 
the country, there was much talk about Jesus, for now the miracle 
at His baptism, the testimony of John and the narrations of His 
scattered disciples came together. Only once more, when Lazarus 
was raised from the dead, and just before His Passion, were the 
rumors so great. The Holy Virgin was very earnest and interior; 
she was never without interior emotion, visions and compassion 
for Jesus. 

John was now always busy baptizing. Herod endeavored to 
have him come to him; he also sent for him in order to question 
him regarding Jesus. But John always treated him disdainfully 
and repeated his former testimony regarding Jesus. Again am- 
bassadors from Jerusalem came to him, to question him about 
Jesus and himself. John answered like always, and said he had 
been sent to prepare His way. 

Since the baptism of Jesus, John always taught that the 
water, by the baptism of Jesus and the descent of the Holy 
Ghost upon our Lord, was sanctified, and that very much evil 
had left the water. It was like an exorcism of the water. Jesus 
permitted Himself to be baptized in order to sanctify the water. 
The baptism of John was now purer and holier; for this reason I 
saw Jesus and the disciples taking some of this water with them 
for future baptisms. : To be continued. 
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and Purgatory.” Each booklet contains edifying and valuable read- 
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REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to 
the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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By the Enthronement, Welcome Jesus as Did 
Lazarus, Martha and Mary. 


p=) ATHER Matheo delights to compare the Enthronement 
; | of the Sacred Heart in the home to the welcome given 
E | Jesus at Bethany. Those of our readers who have been 

=== interested in the revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich, 
will realize how dear our Lord was to this family. Our Savior 
loved Lazarus tenderly. He was rhore confidential with him than 
with His apostles. Martha served our Lord faithfully. And 
Mary — it was the loving Heart of the Master who was to attract 
her by its sweetness; it was the merciful Heart of the Master who 
was to touch her soul and lead her from the pathway of sin. 

If we read the Gospels oftener, says Father Matheo, if we 
pondered them more, how soon would we be convinced of the 
Master’s desire to become our friend? Did the little children of 
Judea and Galilee fear Him? Were not the apostles compelled 
to drive them away, so closely did they flock around Him? But 
He would not suffer them to be repulsed, and calling them back, 
would enfold them in His arms and shower blessings on them.. . 
And so,I repeat: If we fear Jesus, it is because we do not know 
Him. We do not approach Him. We have not seen Him!... 

I should lke to recall to your mind this scene, culled from 
the Gospel, if not textually, at least in conformity with its spirit: 
it is the scene of the visits of Jesus to Bethany. If we only 
meditate on them with our heart, we will surely find that things 
must have happened in this wise. 

When Jesus, for the first time, sought the hospitality of 
Bethany, He must have been received by Lazarus and Martha,— 
Mary had already gone astray, — with curiosity mingled with 
veneration. .. Was He not the Rabbi, the great miracle-worker... 
who was so much praised and discussed? They felt honored by 
His visit, but the cheerful readiness with which they waited upon 
Him, was not unmixed with reserve. However, the subtle and 
Divine charm of the Lord must already have found a way into 
their hearts, for, as He was leaving, they ventured, with deference, 
to ask Him to return... and Jesus returned... This time, He 
received a warmer welcome, some preparations had been made 
they even went to the threshold to receive Him, and their inter- 
course at this second visit was less constrained. The ineffable 
tenderness of the Master so impressed them, that, as He rose to 
go, their hearts went out to Him, and it was with insistence that 
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Lazarus and Martha implored: “Return to us, O Master, deign 
to make of this abode Thy dwelling-place,” and Jesus promised. . . 
He would be their Friend. 

But how different from the other two was the third reception 
of Jesus in Bethany! Verily it was the “Enthronement.” The 
anticipation of His visit filled their hearts with rapture, great 
preparations were made, and so impatient were they to behold 
Him, that they could not await His coming, but went out into 
the evening shadows to meet Him. When He crossed the 
threshold all blessings entered with Him, and it was in a loving, 
most intimate communion that the hours fled by. All reserve 
vanished, and, surely then, Lazarus, seeing the Master so gentle, so 
compassionate, knowing Him so powerful, must have fallen at 
His feet, and, with abundant tears, pleaded the cause of the los 
one: “Master! we are two, but we were three; Mary, our sister, 
whom we call the Magdalen is no longer with us. She has 
brought shame upon our house. Oh! Master, could you but lay 
your hand upon her and bid her return.” And Jesus, mingling 
His tears with those of Lazarus, must have left comfort in their 
hearts, as He rose to depart, by giving them the assurance that 
Magdalen would return. We know the sequel: the repentant 
sinner at the feet of Jesus, in Simon’s house, and her admirable 
conversion. 

When Jesus next day found His way to Bethany, Magdalen 
was there, and henceforth when the Gospels mention her, it is to 
show her prostrate at the feet of her Savior. Jesus, who knows 
all things was cognizant of the dark shadow ‘which lay upon that 
house, but He would not raise a hand to dispel it until they 
turned to Him in their distress; He would perform no miracle 
until He had been received into their home and treated with 
confidence and love. 

This adorably beautiful and touching episode of Bethany is 
the proto-type of the “Enthronement.” Every day striking and 

miracles reward the faith of those families who say. 
“Mane nobiscum Domine. — Stay with us Lord!” Yes! abide 
with us, remain, for the day is far spent and evening draws near. 

It would fill volumes if I strove to tell of all the marvels 
performed through the Sacred Heart. It is sometimes a mother, 
a wife, a daughter, or even a servant, who succeeds in enthroning 
the Sacred Heart, and who, by devoting herself to the Apostleship, 
draws down the mercy of God on an erring soul. 
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persons lack piety. — Such is the erroneous 
opinion of many. However, just the reveise 
is the truth. Anyone who is very pious, has 
so bright and pure a conscience, so warm 
and sunny a disposition, that he has every 
reason to be cheerful. Heaven is a place of joy and infinite 
happiness. Why, then, should we be sad on our journey thither? 
Those who walk on that road have every reason to experience 
interior peace and gladness as they travel toward their blissful 
home above. 

One who faithfully performs his duties toward God and man 
is drawn to rejoice. One who perseveringly aspires to the bright 
heights of union with God tastes the sweetness of God Himself. 
Then is he not pious if he permit the cheerfulness of his heart 
to overflow into his daily life, and grant others also a share in 
his joyful disposition and the happiness of his soul? 

Ill humor, icy stiffness, repulsive manners, frowning looks, 
sad demeanor, a sour countenance which looks as though one 
had more vinegar than blood in his veins, — these are surely not 
marks of holiness, any more than impulsiveness, roughness, harsh- 
ness, or unbridled senses are signs of virtue. 

God wants us to rejoice. He urges us to it many times in 
the Holy Scriptures: He “loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. ix. 7); 
He entices us by His promise: “Delight in the Lord, and He will 
give thee the requests of thy heart” (Ps. xxxvi. 4). 

Joy in the service of God carries with it great blessings. It 
pleases and honors God in a special manner, for the gladness 
of our service shows a hearty good will. It helps and encourages 
our neighbor, for joy is contagious. It brightens our own lives 
and lightens our burdens. It makes fervor easy and persevering. 

This joy does not exclude the Christian sorrow which grieves 
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over sin or over the sufferings of our Savior; for such sorrow 
leads in the end to true joy and interior peace, as God’s mercy 
and God’s love are manifested in the forgiveness of sins and in 
the Passion of our Savior. But spiritual joy is opposed to worldly 
sorrow and sadness which casts a gloom over the mind and fills 
it with bitter and anxious thoughts, which induces the heart to 
forget God and His Divine Providence, and seek comfort from 
creatures. Of such the Scripture warns us: “Drive away sadness 
far from thee” (Ecclus. xxx 24). “The sorrow of the world work- 
eth death” (2 Cor. vii. 10). 


Reasons for Rejoicing. 


There are countless reasons why we should rejoice and trust 
firmly in God. Consider His benefits: the wonderful things He 
has done for us; the countless graces of our life; His unceasing 
care of us; the glorious rewards He has in Store for us. Consider, 
above all, this reason which includes all others: the great God 
loves us, loves us with infinite, compassionate love. 

Nowhere -are the motives for joy and confidence set forth 
with such strength and sweetness as in the sacred Scriptures. Its 
words are the utterance of God’s infinite wisdom and His infal- 
lible truth; they enclose inexhaustible riches of meaning. Those 
who seek true courage and consolation will surely find them in 
these divine messages of hope which our loving Father has sent us. 

In the Old and in the New Testament the Holy Ghost repeat- 
edly admonishes us to joy and gladness. God Himself is joy. 

“Joy be to thee always,” was the Archangel Raphael’s 
salutation to Tobias. (Tob. v. 11.) 

Our Blessed Lady voiced her happiness in the hymn of the 
“Magnificat” — “My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Savior” (Luke i. 46, 47). 

“Sing joyfully to God, all the earth; serve the Lord with 
gladness” (Ps. xcix. 1). 

“Thou shalt make the outgoings of the morning and of the 
evening to be joyful,” sings the psalmist (Ixiv. 9). 

“Thou hast given a delight in Thy doings, and in the works 
of Thy hands I shall rejoice” (Ps. xci. 5). 

‘The Lord hath done great things for us; we are become 
joyful” (Ps. cxxv. 3). 

In the Book of Wisdom we read: “The conversation of wis- 
dom hath no bitterness, nor her company any tediousness, but 
joy and gladness” (viii. 16). 
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And in Ecclesiasticus we find the following: “The fear of the 
Lord shall delight the heart, and shall give joy and gladness and 
length of days” (i. 12). 

“A virtuous woman rejoiceth her husband; rich or poor, if his 
heart is good, his countenance shall be cheerful at all times” 
(Ibid xxvi. 2, 4). 

“Give not up thy soul to sadness, and afflict not thyself in 
thy own counsel. Drive away sadness far from thee; for sadness 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 215 


hath killed many, and there is no profit in it” (Ibid xxvi. 22-25). 

“Be not sad, for the joy of the Lord is our. &rength” (2 Esdr. 
viii. 10). 

And what does our Divine Savior say in His addresses? 
“Rejoice that your names are written in heaven” (Luke x. 20). 

“These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in 
you, and your joy may be filled” (John xv. 11). 

With his conversion, these sentiments of happiness were 
given to St. Paul, and he writes: “Rejoice with them that rejoice, 
and weep with them that weep” (Rom. xii. 15). 

“The fruit of the Spirit is, charity, joy, peace” (Gal. v. 22). 


Cheerfulness of the Saints. 


Now we understand why the great St. Teresa, so earnest and 
so profound in her writings, so austere and so mortified in her 
life, manifested such charming cheerfulness. Her bright disposi- 
tion fascinated all with whom she came in contact; and she was 
greatly pleased to see others cheerful also. We read how she 
praised a religious for being the “life of the recreation.” 

St. Philip Neri, a man of the people, who preached so much 
on penance and is yet today the best loved saint of Rome, felt at 
home with young and old alike. His company was sought by 
all because of his unvaried good humor and amusing jests. He 
even joined the children in their games. Toa person who thought 
this beneath the saint’s dignity, Philip replied, “I would willingly 
let them split wood on my back, if only they do not commit 
sin.” He tells us that “Those who are cheerful are much more 
easily guided than those who are sad.” 

St. Anthony was always very cheerful and happy, even gay. 
By his bright countenance he could be distinguished from the 
other religious. The people would point him out saying: “See 
there is St. Anthony, he always smiles and looks so happy, the 
happiest of them all. It does one good to look in his face!” 

St. Francis:de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, who reclaimed 
numerous heretics of the province of Savoy to the faith, and who 
imposed austere penances on himself, once said in a sermon, 
“Man is for joy, and joy is for man. This alone can make man 
happy, and it is God who created joy for the enjoyment of man.” 
He was accustomed to say, “A saint sad, is a sad saint.” 

Thus we see holy Scripture is our guide, the saints are our 
models, when we follow the counsel of the apostle: “Rejoice in 
the Lord always; again I say, rejoice!” (Phil. iv. 4.) 























Apparitions of the Deceased. 


St. Augustine relates that deceased persons frequently ap- 
peared to the living, showed them the place where their bodies 
lay unburied, and indicated the place where they wished to be 
interred. 

St., Ignatius, bishop of Antioch, who suffered martyrdom in 
107, appeared to his disciples, embraced them and stayed with 
them for a time. They continued to pray still more fervently, and 
they beheld him crowned with glory, surrounded by light, as 
though he had come forth victorious from a heated combat. 

After the death of St. Ambrose, he was seen by. several newly 
baptized children, on the night that the neophytes were baptized. 
They pointed him out to their parents, who, however, could not 
see the dece:sed bishop; “Because,” declares St. Paulinus, a 
disciple of the saint, “their eyes were not sufficiently pure.” He 
added, that on the day of Ambrose’s death, the holy confessor 
had appeared to several saintly persons in the Orient, prayed 
with them and laid his hands on them. These persons wrote to 
Milan, and by comparing dates found that it had been the very 
day on which St. Ambrose departed this life. 

During the night preceding his death, St. Chrysostom saw in 
his exile, the holy martyr Busilicus, who said, “Courage, my 
brother John; tomorrow we shall be together.” 

On the day of St. Ignatius’ death, the Jesuits in Bologna 
were in painful suspense. A distinguished benefactor of the 
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Society, Margaret Gili, who spent her time in prayer and good 
works, and had corresponded with St. Ignatius, informed her 
confessor, Father Palmio, that she had been awakened by a rather 
severe blow. When she opened her eyes, she beheld the room 
flooded with light, and Ignatius in blissful happiness. 

“Margaret,” said the holy Founder, “be solicitous for my 
brethren.” Father Palmio at first attached no importance to this 
communication. However, he could not but be struck by the fact 
that a person who had never seen Ignatius, should describe him 
so exactly that from this alone he would have been able to 
recognize him. All too soon he learned of the death of his 
beloved spiritual father. 

Father Marzell Maégtrilli, S.J., was brought to death’s door in 
1633. He was supervising the decorations of their church before 
a solemn feast, when a two-pound hammer fell upon his head 
and crushed his skull. Realizing his dangerous condition, Father 
Maégtrilli made a vow on January 2, 1634, that provided his 
health were restored, he would, with the permission of his superiors, 
devote himself to the missions in India. Next day he lay in his 
agony. The religious were all assembled around his bed to assist 
him by their prayers, when suddenly St. Francis Xavier appeared 
to the dying priest, and requested him to renew his vow. He 
foretold to him his future martyrdom, and instantly restored him 
to perfect health. 

When the saint had disappeared, Father Mazgtrilli felt so well 
that he took nourishment with an excellent appetite, arose, and 
with his confraters began a devotion of thanksgiving in honor 
of St. Francis. The next morning he celebrated Mass in the 
church. So complete was the cure, that not a sign of a scar 
could be detected on his head. Even the hair which had been 
cut away from the injured spots was as long there as on the other 
places. The miracle caused great sensation in Italy. 

From that time until his death, Father Mastrilli was never 
again ill. Soon afterwards he journeyed to India, and after some 
years of hardship, his apostolic labors were crowned by a glorious 
martyrdom, which occurred on October 17, 1637, as his heavenly 
patron had foretold. The missionary was then but thirty-four 
years of age. 


Blessed Dionysius of the Carmelite Order. 


The Carmelite Fathers, Dionysius and Redemptus, who with 
other Christians, were beatified in 1900, were put to death for 
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their faith at Atchin, on the island of Sumatra, in 1638. An 
extract from the account of their martyrdom reads as follows: — 

“The climate of Sumatra is of such a nature as to cause 
the decomposition of a corpse in a remarkably short time. It 
was therefore not surprising that the bodies of the murdered 
Christian heroes had fallen into decay within a few days; but it 
was indeed astonishing that this did not happen to Blessed 
Dionysius. His body remained entirely incorrupt. Surrounded 
by numerous flames of light, he appeared three successive nights 
on the place of martyrdom, and exhorted the Mohammedans, in 
their own language, to accept the Catholic faith. Every night 
for one and a half months, the inhabitants of Atchin saw flames 
of light over the blessed martyr’s body. They could not explain 
this extraordinary phenomonen, so they asked the English and 
Dutch what the flames could signify. They were told: By these 
flames God desires to make known that the Christian confessors 
have been unjustly murdered, and that they now reign glorious- 
ly in heaven. These miraculous occurrences contributed greatly 
to inspire the infidels with reverence for the holy martyrs. 


St. Francis de Sales. 


This interesting passage is taken from the biography of St. 
Francis de Sales, the gentle Bishop of Geneva. “One day the 
prior of Talloire was celebrating Mass in the hermitage of St. 
Germain. After the Sanétus he recommended to God the health 
of the holy bishop. Presently, the altar became illuminated with 
great splendor, and in the centre of this brightness, appeared 
the saintly bishop, surrounded by rays of light. He was vested 
in a snowy white surplice and wore a precious stole, one end 
of which he held in his hands. His hair was of a golden yellow, 
and seemed to form a crown. His countenance was beaming with 
joy and the glances which he directed heavenward, then again to- 
ward the altar, sparkled hke the light of the stars. Tears streamed 
down the prior’s countenance at this sight; he lost consciousness, 
and with a sigh dropped at the altar. . 

“Having recovered from the swoon, he felt geovented by a 
mysterious force, from praying for the bishop, and was urged to 
pray to him in the antiphon with which bishops of the Church 
are invoked: ‘Sacerdos et pontifex et virtutum opifex, paStor bone 
in populo, ora pro nobis Dominum — O thou priest and bishop, 
thou worker of mighty works, thou good shepherd over God’s 
people, pray for us to the Lord.’ Then the apparition vanished. 
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Although no message of the holy bishop’s death had been re- 
ceived, the religious to whom the prior related this vision, judged 
that Francis de Sales had passed away; and so it proved.” 
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The Poor Souls and the Holy Eucharist. 





Oh, what would the suffering souls give to kneel for one 
short half hour before the tabernacle! Oh, how they would pray 
and love this Adorable Sacrament; but, alas! for them time is 
no more! Now they grieve inexpressibly that they failed to visit 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament more frequently, that they did not 
receive Him oftener. In eternity the departed souls fully realize 
what unspeakable treasures of grace are deposited in the most 
Holy Eucharist. Had they profited by these superabundant treas- 
ures while on earth, their purgatory would now be shorter and less 
intense, and their beatific glory would be immeasurably greater. 

Each devout visit to their God, living concealed under the 
species of Bread, each worthy Holy Communion, offered them 
sufficient means to expiate here on earth their venial sins and 
temporal punishments. At each Sacrifice of the Mass they could 
have washed their souls in the Blood of the Lamb, and acquired 
manifold merits for everlasting life. Ah, had they frequently and 
worthily made use of these great Mysteries here on earth, they 
would easily have escaped their present pains in purgatory! This 
the poor souls realize perfectly. The remembrance of their in- 
difference toward the Adorable Sacrament now causes them bitter 
grief and sorrow; this negligence pierces their innermost souls. 

Dear Christian, during life you cannot too frequently make 
use of these sublime means of grace for your salvation. Beware 
lest once in purgatory you, too, might have to lament your 
negligence. Learn from the saints. They knew how to appreciate 
the hidden treasure of the Holy Eucharist and escaped purgatory 
entirely; and more than that — Jesus, the Victim on our altars, 
made them saints. May we, too, through the Holy Eucharist 
become here on earth wholly united to Jesus Christ and after our 
death be preserved from the flames of purgatory. 





Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows. Reflections and prayers 
that will draw you to “‘Remember the Sorrows of your Mother” — a 
devotion most pleasing to our Divine Lord and especially suited for 
the Lenten season. Each 5 cents; per 100 $4.00 
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Words that Created a Sensation. 





In 1918, Hiong-hi-ling, former prime minister of Pekin, 
China, gave an address from which we quote the following sen- 
sation-creating words with regard to Catholicity : — 

“Without the true religion, there is no salvation for China; 
for the true religion is the soul of the state. Separated from the 
soul, the body dies. Without the true religion, therefore, the 
State is lost. Now which is the true religion, with the purest 
faith in God? According to my conviction, to which I have been 
brought by earnest, unprejudiced study of the Chinese and foreign 
history of all times, the Catholic religion is the one which at 
present in the whole world combines the most pure faith in 
God, and the best possible moral doctrine with the most perfect 
eternity. 

“A single mark suffices to recognize the true religion. It is 
this: her followers are ready to bring sacrifices. Look at Catholics 
in every part of the world. In the confession of their faith, men 
and women, the young and aged, the learned and uneducated, 
permit themselves to be torn to pieces, they rather sacrifice their 
life and their family, than even for a moment deny their faith. 
What other religion can compare with the Catholic in this fidelity 
unto death, with such martyrs for justice? This mark alone 
suffices to prove that Catholicity is the true religion. 

“We need but take a superficial notice of the history of our 
country to prove that the followers of other religious denomina- 
tions bow under circumstances. The Catholics, on the contrary, 
are ready to die rather than apostatiz>. Other religions can 
show very few followers of the same type. These are the reasons 
why only the true religion is capable of saving a country, and 
as inStruments of salvation, members of this religion are neces- 
sary. Uafortunately, the true religion is not everywhere known 
among us. This circumstance hinders our progress. Their mem- 
bers are pressed into a corner; the purification of our political 
economy is thereby made impossible.” 


Chinese Mission Society Appointed a Field 
in Central China. 
The Chinese Mission Society at Omaha, Nebraska, has re- 


cently received news from Rome, that the Holy See has entrusted 
to the care of the Society a large populous mission in the Province 
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of Hupeh, in central China, with the city of Hanyang as head- 
quarters. 

The field assigned by the Holy See to the Chinese Mission 
Society extends over several thousand square miles of central 
Hupeh. It is estimated that its total population is nearly four 
million. The city of Hanyang, which will be the headquarters 
of their activities, has a population of roughly half-a-million, while 
the three cities together have a total population of two million. 

The importance of central Hupeh as a mission field has long 
ago been seen by the non-Catholic missionaries. At present they 
have in the distri& some three hundred missionaries of various 
dencminations. They have in addition a large well-equipped 
University — Boone University at Wu-Chang, and a number of 
high schools, where E glish is taught and students are prepared 
for American Universities. 

Before the end of the present year, the Chinese Mission 
Society hopes to have between thirty and forty missionaries, from 
Ireland and the United States, working in their newly appointed 
digtri@. The central position of their mission and the means of 
communication it affords with the surrounding provinces will 
undoubtedly be of great advantage to them in establishing the 
faith in the heart of China. 


ISS SS 
“Why are You Weeping, Mother?” 





HY are you weeping, mother?” “Alas! who 
would not weep over a child like Martha? She 
a has every bad quality, and does not possess a 
single good one! A mother does not like to 
find fault with her own. daughter, but I can 
endure Martha’s behavior no longer. She is so 
iapieiient, proud and pleasure-seeking; — it can’t be described. 
About two weeks ago | bought her a dress trimmed in very 
expensive lace. Now she asks for another to wear to a ball. 
Nearly every week she wants a pair of new gloves, new ribbons, 
new laces, or some article of vanity. Nothing is good enough 
for her — no hat, no goods, no dress, no shoes, can be found 
to suit her. 

“Wherever any amusement is going on, she is sure to be 
at hand; but where there is work, she keeps herself away. To- 
day for the first time I said: No; surely this cannot continue. 





¢ 
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I can tolerate it no longer. Then she became impudent, began 
to cry and pout, and said, ‘I can’t even have this. What am I 
home for, I'd like to know? If you don’t want me, or think 
am a slave, I can leave. I can get along in the world; then 
would be my own boss, and could do as | please.’” 

The mother weeps. Her daughter speaks of going away and 
leaving home. Yes, but whose fault is it? Who is the cause of 
such language and of such behavior from her daughter? — The 
mother herself. Today she is reaping what she once sowed. 
While Martha was still a child, the mother took extreme pride 
in dressing her up in great style, and showing her off just like 
a doll. If anyone called at their home, little Martha was put on 
exhibition: her white embroidered dress, her curls, her pink rib- 
bons had to be admired. And of course neighbors are generally 
lavish in their praise to a mother’s face. 

“O Mrs. Cunningham,” these women would say, “that dress 
looks perfectly lovely on your little daughter. How do you ever 
find such pretty things ?” 

“Ah, yes,” the mother would reply, quite elated by their 
flattering remarks, “you see | always buy something a little better 
for Martha. We have the money and can afford it. Besides, 
in a Stylish dress Martha looks twice as pretty as she already is. 
Why shouldn’t we make her as attractive as we can!” 

The child grows up. The mother continues to display all 
the style and vanity possible in dressing the little girl. “The 
prettiest is just good enough for my daughter,” she was accustomed 
to say. This was indelibly impressed on the child’s mind. 

Now she has grown to maidenhood. Can she act different- 
ly from her mother? Her thoughts are occupied solely with ex- 
terior show; she is constantly thinking of some new means to 
beautify her face and figure! Poor child! Her heart is empty. 
She has nothing about her disposition to make others happy, 
nor will she ever be really contented herself. Foolish mother! 
She did not train her child properly for this life nor for God. 
While she did her utmost to make Martha admired, did it ever 
occur to her that the grown daughter would continue to do what 
the child had learned? Oh! that all mothers would bear in 
mind that if they desire their children to become true Christians, 
they must present in their own lives the model of which the 
children will be the living copies. 

Better sow in tears and reap in joy, than plant in happiness 
and harvest in sorrow. “Going they went and wept casting their 
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seeds,” says holy Scripture; “but coming they shall come with 
joyfulness, carrying their sheaves” (Ps. cxxv. 6, 7). 


The Memory of a Good Mother. 


Shall we show only sad pictures? Are there not also some 
beautiful protraits of human life? Yes, indeed, and these are 
not less numerous we hope. There are, thanks be to God, many 
good mothers who bring up their children with wise severity 
and loving solicitude; whose words and deeds deserve to be re- 
corded by history in golden letters, as the angels certainly enter 
them in the book of life. A good mother is a gift so sublime, 
so beautiful, that language fails to sound her praises. The seed 
planted by a good mother is generally fruitful for generations. 

An instance of the powerful influence of a mother for good 
is given us in the life of the Southern statesman, John Randolph 
of Roanoke, Virginia. When minister to France, he said he was 
kept from whirling down the tide of infidelity which carried 
everything before it, by the remembrance of his dear mother, 
who used to put his baby hands together and teach him to say: 
“Our Father who art in heaven.” 

The mother of Washington was one of the noblest of women. 
Her example and advice contributed greatly to the development 
of the character of her illustrious son, who loved her tenderly. 
The memory of his mother remained a blessed influence through- 
out his long and eventful career. Washington’s father died when 
George was only eleven years of age, but the high Christian 
womanhood of his mother, her devotion to her children and her 
sweet, tender instruction largely made up for the great loss. 

“Mothers!” said a pious priest of wide experience, “do you 
know what kept me from being led astray in the mids of evil? 
The memory of my mother. I had a poor mother, but a mother 
in whom I saw and heard nothing but what was worthy of 
esteem. When assailed by temptations, | would think of my 
pious mother, and the tempter took to flight. Since she is dead, 
I have just begun to realize what 1 owe to her training and her 
prayers. 

“The example of a good, noble mother will remain indelibly 
impressed on the hearts of her children. Faithful remembrance, 
grateful love, is the chisel which has engraven it there. Never 
will I forget how my mother led me to my father’s coffin, when I 
was scarcely six years old, and said, ‘Child, never forget to pray 
for your father.’ Many years have passed since then; silver hair 
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is now sprinkled about my temples, but I still hear my mother’s 
words: Never forget to pray for your father. Whether I kneel at 
a shrine, whether I am in a quiet little church; wherever I stand at 
the altar, wherever I clasp my hands in prayer, | ever hear those 
words resounding in my soul: Never forget to pray for your father. 
My dear mother herself now rests in God’s consecrated ground, and 
my prayer for her eternal repose is inseparably united with that 
for my father, to which her lips, now silent in death, once 
admonished me. 

“*Lord, Thy will be done, no matter how painful it may be.’ 
This is another maxim | learned from my dear departed mother. 
This was her familiar expression when something oppressed her, 
when misfortune had befallen us, or when she needed patience, 
comfort and strength. She pronounced it even the day before 
her death, and left it to me as a precious heirloom, more valuable 
and more beautiful than any temporal wealth. At death all that 
is earthly must remain here below, but the words of my mother 
shall accompany me through the dark portals of eternity, on to 
the vision of God.” 


> 





A PRIEST from Cincinnati who renews his subscription to “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory” and orders booklets, writes: “I am very well pleased with your 
publications. They are simple and redolent with piety.” 


ILLINOIS: Kindly let me know if my subscription to your magazine has ex- 
pired, — for I surely will renew it, as I really like it better than any other we take, 
and we take 12 different ones. 





A SEMINARIST from Pennsylvania writes: ‘‘Your admirable magazine is as 
a sunbeam from Heaven, to touch and enlighten all who readit. Our Blessed 
Mother in Heaven, whom it so honors, will never forsake it. Never!’’ 


DETROIT: We certainly all enjoy reading ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
very much, as it has such inspiring reading and is so consoling to the heart. It 
is worth many times the amount of the subscription price which is only a mite. 


ST. LOUIS: What a wonderful work it is to publish a book of this 
kind! Surely “Tabernacle and Purgatory” must inspire every reader with 
an intense love and devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. Personally, I must 
confess it makes me want to leave all and join you in adoring our Lord 
in the Blessed Sacrament. 





CONTENTS — FEBRUARY, 1920. 


God's Blessing and Holy Mass. — Jesus in the Desert. — By the Enthrone- 
ment, Welcome Jesus as Did Lazarus, Martha and Mary. — Piety and Cheerfulness. 
— Apparitions of the Deceased. — The Poor Souls and the Holy Eucharist.- Words 
that Created a Sensation. — Chinese Mission Society Appointed a Field in Central 
China. — “Why Are You Weeping, Mother?” 

















Practical and Edifying Booklets 


Among the booklets here listed you will certainly find some 
treating of your particular devotion, or on a subject about which you 
desire further information. The contents of each is interesting, 
practical and instructive; the attentive reading of which will result in 
great spiritual profit. 

{ Come Let Us Adore 
~ More Precious than Diamonds 
| Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 
64 PAGE j Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Family 
Six Discourses on the Enthronement 
Large Size True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 
( Go to Joseph, the Foster-father of Jesus 
In the Splendor of the Morning Sun { New: 
{ The Rosary, My Treasure Sane 
Per copy 10 cents; 100 copies $8.00 


( The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 
~ Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus 
64 PAGE | Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 
Conformity to the Will of God 
Magnificence of the Love of God 


| All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 
<4 Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 
Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
j Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations 
( Devotions to St. Joseph 
Per copy 5 cents; 100 copies $4.00 


32 PAGE 
Large Size 


( Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
32 PAGE - The Fountain of Grace 

| Assist the Souls in Purgatory 

2 copies 5 cents; 1co copies $2.00 

‘ Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity 

) Devotion to the Precious Blood 
16 PAGE | Message of the Sacred Heart 

Holy Water in the Christian Home 


3 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $1.50 





Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament 


“This Manual of Adoration fills a timely want and will be welcomed not 
only by members of communities having Perpetual Adoration but also by 
many of our good faithful people whoare looking for just such a Manual...” 

Rt. Rev. J. Schrembs, Bishop of Toledo. 

‘“‘The material of this volume is excellent and will without doubt inspire 
those who use it with a greater devotion to our Lord in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment.” Cardinal Gibbons. 

Excellent for private visits to the Blessed Sacrament, for Forty Hours 
Devotion, for the Holy Hour, for Sunday afternoon services. 

Printed on fine quality paper. De /uxe edition. Size 5x7 1-2 in. 
400 pages. Real leather, red edges, $2.50; gold edges, $3.00 


BENEDICTINE CONVENT OF PERPETUAL ADORATION, CLYDE, MO. 





The Most Edifying Book for the Lenten Time 
is without doubt the 


Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 


This book contains the reve/ations and communications of the 
servant of God, Anna Catherine Emmerich, from the Last Supper till 
the Resurrection of our Lord. It embodies also a short sketch of the 
life of this privileged soul, which enables the reader to cast a glance 
into the hidden mysterious life and works of this suffering spouse of 
Christ. This book is excellently sucted for meditation on the dolorous 
Passion, and for spiritual reading, especially during Lent. It is im- 
possible for anyone to read these soul-stirring revelations without 
being filled with love and compassion for our suffering Savior and His 
sorrowful Mother. Solidly hand-bound, with gold title. $1.50 


Father Paul of Moll 


An interesting, edifying book recounting the life and miracles of 
a saintly Flemish Benedictine. All who came in contact with Father 
Paul were captivated by the mysterious influence which he exerted 
over them, and which they never forgot. The reading of his life exerts 
a like influence, and one is drawn not only to admire, but to imitate 
the lively faith, profound humility, glowing love for God and unbound- 
ed compassion for the poor and the sick which characterized this true 
son of St. Benedict. Father Pau/ has been called the Wonder-worker 
of the 19th Century, so numerous were the miracles he performed 
during life. These wonders were invariably effected through his using 
the St. Benedict Medal. A perusal of this book cannot fail to inspire 
one with great confidence in the efficacy of this highly privileged 
medal. Beautifully printed on best quality paper, with illustrations. Gold 
tile and design, durably bound. Price per copy, $2.00 


Consoling Revelations 


From the writings of SS. Gertrude, Mechtilde, Bridget of Sweden and 
Catherine of Siena. A likeness and short biography of these four holy women 
prefaces this book. The confidence-inspiring revelations contained in this 
little work are especially selected to encourage, comfort and guide oppressed 
hearts. For pious souls it is a constant source of encouragement. 

Tastefully bound. Price per copy, 40 cents. 


Inspiring Words of the Bl. Cure of Ars 


The charming simplicity of this work appeals to the mind; the living 
unction imparted by its glowing words inflames the heart. The Bl. Cure 
of Ars had a profound knowledge of the human heart, and understood how 
to speak convincingly and impressively in plain, simple language of the 
fundamental truths of our holy religion. This book is a great aid for the 
instruction of children. price per copy, 35 cents. 


Benediétine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 

















The Most Edifying Book for the Lenten Time 
is without doubt the 


Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 


This book contains the revelations and communications of the 
servant of God, Anna Catherine Emmerich, from the Last Supper 
till the Resurrection of our Lord. It embodies also a short sketch 
of the life of this privileged soul, which enables the reader to 
cast a glance into the hidden mysterious life and works of this suffering 
spouse of Christ. This book is excellently suited for meditation 
on the dolorous Passion, and for spiritual reading, especially during 
Lent. Itisimpossible for anyone to read these soul-stirring revelations 
without being filled with love and compassion for our suffering 


Savior and His sorrowful Mother. 
Solidly handbound, with gold title. $1.50 


Father Paul of Moll 


An interesting, edifying book recounting the life and miracles of 
a saintly Flemish Benedictine. All who came in contact with Father 
Paul were captivated by the mysterious influence which he exerted 
over them, and which they never forgot. ‘The reading of his life exerts 
a like influence, and one is drawn not only to admire, but to imitate 
the lively faith, profound humility, glowing love for God and unbound- 
ed compassion for the poor and sick which characterized this true 
son of St. Benedict. Father Paul has been called the Wonder- 
worker of the 19th Century, so numerous were the miracles he 
performed during life. These wonders were invariably effected 
through his using the St. Benedict Medal. A perusal of this book 
cannot fail to inspire one with great confidence in the efficacy of this 
highly privileged medal. 


Beautifully printed on best quality paper, with illustrations. Gold title 
and design, durably bound. Price per copy, $2.00 


Consoling Revelations 


From the writings of SS. Gertrude, Mechtilde, Bridget of Sweden 
and Catherine of Siena. A likeness and short biography of these four 
holy women prefaces this book. The confidence-inspiring revelations 
contained in this little work are especially selected to encourage, 
comfort and guide oppressed hearts. For pious souls it is a constant 


source of encouragement. 
Beautifully bound in cloth. Price per copy, 40 cents. 


Inspiring Words of the Bl. Cure of Ars 


The charming simplicity of this work appeals to the mind; the 
living unction imparted by its glowing words inflames the heart. The 
Bl. Cure of Ars had a profound knowledge of the human heart, and 
understood how to speak convincingly and impressively in plain, 
simple language of the fundamental truths of our holy religion. This 


book is a great aid for the instruction of children. 
Tastefully bound. Price per copy, 35 cents. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 








